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Naval Board of Design
There are renewed evidences ot the of

fort to establish n board of design in the
Navy Department Much is now made
by the advocates of this project of the
reply of the Chief Constructor of the Navy
to the critics who have been attacking
the Bureau of Construction and Repair and
the board of construction for its alleged
responsibility for defects in the design
construction and equipment of our snips
or war These criticisms range from mi
nor details to the most important char-
acteristics of tho vessels and the Chief
Constructor of tho Navy undertook in his
annual report to defond tho aystm of
ship design although with no better ef-
fect it appears than that of exciting
those in favor of a board of design to a
return to their Itobbv

At present the design of naval ships
appears to be accomplished by no one
officer or single bureau There Is far
from a monopoly of the responsibility
of dyeign or equipment It is evidently
the combined skill and joint achieve-
ments of the Bureau of Construction and
Repair the board of construction and the
naval general board aided by suggestions
received from various sources Includ-
ing the line officers who serve on the
vessels The board on construction
deed has ft majority of line officers
its head is Roar Admiral G A Converse
retired an officer of distinguished serv-
ice much practical experience and ripe
judgment The present system of design-
ing ship of war is as complot and
efficient as can be offered by a socalled
special board of design composed as has
been suggested of officers who are not
on duty with the Navy Department

There would be just as many
defects in ships of war designed by this
superfluous body of naval officers as have
ever been laid at the door of the derided
bureau system

It Is possible under the present system
for the ships of war to have all the
characteristic in the way of protection
armament speed and endurance which
are deemed necessary by line officers who
use the ships at s a and if this is not thecue now it takes only a scratch of thepen of the Secretary of tho Navy to
make it so What the Navy Depart-
ment needs is an end to the tiresome
bickering among those naval officers who
have been led into excessive ardor as
chronic reformers The fewer consulting
boards Secretary of the Navy has to
tie his hands and multiply official bust
neas the more efficient and effective will
be his administration

By steadily moving West doubtless the
Democratic national committee hopes to
reach the jumpingoff place sooner or
later

Chinese Exclusion in Practice
The problem of Chinese exclusion is

confessedly the most vexatious with which
the Bureau of Immigration has to denL
Commissioner General Sargent throwsup both hands figuratively speaking In
that part of his annual report devoted to
discussion of tho enforcement of the dx-
clusfon laws To secure really effective
enforcement of the exclusion policy hoaays it is absolutely essential to do some
thing which Is practically Impossible
namely to deport all who have
no right to be In the country Nearly all
tho Chinese deported arc arrested on the
border It DM not been considered ex-
pedient to make arrests in the Interior
and especially in the East Why Be-
cause public sentiment takes the side ofthe Chinese The Chinese says th Com-
missioner General cultivate tho

of their white neighbors and thereIs apparently never any difficulty in en
listing hoets of influential citizens in their
defines whenever a government official
Indicates any Intention to resort to a war-
rant of arrest For every Chinaman who
Is arrested two or three slip across tho
border and remain in the country un-
molested

Mr Sargent impressed by what he con-
siders the failure of the exclusion laws
suggests the revolutionizing of the exclu-
sion policy by negotiating a treaty with
Chine by which that country will agree
to keep at home her coolie class and the
United States will agree to accord to all
ether classes the rights and privileges of
ihv subjects of the most favored na-
tlun This would harmonize the Chinese
exclusion policy with the plan of

and place the Chinese on
en ruiality with the Japanese In respect
of rights of travel and residence In this
country Mr Sargents suggestion goes
beyond the recommendations on the sub
j t In the annual report of Secretary
Straus but it is significant of the chang
ing official view as to the method of en
f rIng the exclusion of Oriental laborers
llr Idea Is that present laws
arii treaties should bo changed so as to
riuke admission the rule and exclusion
tb exception Instead of the rovers as
r w Through both reports there runs
thf belief that some concession will have

ho made to Chinese pride and selfre
spect in view of the rising tide of Chinese
nationality and the adverse effect of Out
illusion pollcj on our trade with the

Tit Mr Sargents account of the
r Tit inn of the Chinese exclusion

th impression that the application
i f F rrular legislation to the Japanese imr ration problem would be an act of
tally and that it Is reasonable to expect
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as good results froti Jnpaposa control of
emigration as from any attempt on our
part to prevent the entrance of laborers
At all events Mr Sargent appears to
think It would not be more difficult to
keep out Chinese coolies by treaty than
its is now by deporting them

Our exclusion laws liowcver have been
eminently successful in preserving us
from any considerable invasion of Chinese
laborer There are but 70000 Chinese In
ties country and only Ml were newly ud
milled during the last fiscal year not
including those who came in surreptitious
ly As 38061 Japanese arrjvod during the

period sad the numbqr of arrival
is reported to be Increasing wo shall
soon have a test of Japans ability to
keep her coolies at home Out may throw
some light on Chinas capacity in the
same direction

Over in Germany according to one of
our bostbeloved contemporaries they cftlj-

a kangaroo a lattenfltterwatterkotter
beutelratto We should hardly imagine
the kangaroo a mare popular topic of acm
versatlon in Germany than tariff revision

in the present Congress Of the United
States

The Washington Schools
Assuming that sentiment In Congress

is such that there will inevitably be a
change In the system of school

it the District of Columbia why
not try to get along without a board of
education altogether

Logically tho schools should be under
the supervision of the Board of District
Commissioners Senators and Represent
atlves who actively interested themselves

law are now rapidly coming to realize
that fact Tho plan evolved by a former
Congress so attractive in the theory Is
a demonstrated failure in practice

But if the Commissioners are again to
be Invested with authority over the
schools why encumber the system with
another board As well have a board
of police commissioners or a board of
lire commissioners or r board of health
uoder the Board of District Commission-

s One board supervising or directing
another board must be an Impracticable
arrangement at the very best

We quite agree with Representative
Smith chairmanelect of the House

Committee that the Commissioner
are competent and we further believe
that they have the time to keep a

supervision over the schools But tho
system should be simplified Give the
Commissioners authority to appoint and
remove a superintendent or commissions
of education and we venture the opinion
that they will find the right man just
as they have been fortunate In the selec-
tion of the heads of other Important de
ptiftments All the advisory assistance

might easily be had from the
ot Education through its chief

who IB a government officer
Tho personnel of our boards of educa

tion has uniformly been high The per-
sonnel of the present board is no oxcep
tion to the goneral rule But the results
havb been uniformly disappointing or
nearly so Then is It not time to try a
simplified and centralized plan We do
not believe it Involves experimentation-
Wo feel sure it will work and work satis-
factorily

Let Congress try it and see

I am just as much of a Sent3r as
Platt and Depew says the new Senator
from Arkansas It Is iuat possible that
Mr Davis might hove btmmod respleh
dcntly as a professor of mathematics had
his inclinations not him toward
politlce

The Splendid South
Symptoms of returning sanity In the

South ao far as recent unreasoning ju-
saults upon railroads and othdr legitimate
corpdrato interests are concerned fc one
of the gratifying signs of the times
Tho calm dispassionate press of that
seotion Is growing more optimistic dally
and it g only the political semi
polltlcal organs that are now engaged In
an effort to further a work of
tion that has already cost the South very
dear

11 Is gratifying to all who are
osted in tho South and who in this nation
IK not Interested In that great and mighty
section nowadays to note the dawn of
a more promising day If from the pest
riot of cheap polities comes a better and
a saner understanding of the
needs perhaps the loss it lias sustained
by reason of the demagogues may not
have been sacrificed in vain That the
signal Brakes on has been sounded by
the people Is indicative of knowledge
upon their part that the time come
to stop the clamor and look to the honest
necessitlesjjf the hour

Says the Baltimore Manufacturers

It very safe to say that Ute detn cocuei wile
tare in agitation agata ntHroodc and otter
corporations hare in the Met MX r seven aoetbs
cast Ute South more than the seiko of thb
years cotton crop The South meld well hAte
afforded to lose whole cotton crop wortk 80
COOOOO to have bcea EAred from UM daatroctfea
which bas been wrought liar the agitator Vast a-
sbs been the loss tremendous as has been the
shrinkage in securities tile resources are

M limitless for future derelopment that what
has been lost con be in part at least re-
gained if the people of the South will act prompt
and Ia the right direction

Tho Southern people are intensely
this keenwitted demagogues have

discovered time and again to their great
advantage but not to the Souths It is
easy to convince them that they have
been wronged Being hotblooded and
oxcltable they are as is invariably the
rule among such people as quick to right
a wrong as they are to resent an

ready to do justice to others as they
are to demand It for themselves It was
not thinkable therefore that unreasoning
warfare against the great interests lo
cated In the South should have been

to go to the extreme length of
absolute destruptlon Primarily doubt
less the South had some just and proper
cause of complaint against theee inter-
ests referred to The mighty

for instance wore not
throughout that section without

great expenditure of money end In the
face of much political opposition Just
out from under the frightful rule of the
carpetbaggers the South was suspicious
and we doubt not inclined to view with
alarm the Invasion of Northern and Eost
ern capital The South knows today
however as well ag It knows anything
that but for these great railroad systems
progress and prosperity In that section
would come to an absolute standstill
and it knows this without necessarily
denying to itself any of the wrongs

to the establishment of these big
systems that moy have been Inflicted
upon it Conditions trying to the

as wjll as trying to the States or
till South have arisen from time to time
Each has had to submit to much it may
in all fairness be said If neither has
bet i blameless however it does not fol
low that the copartnership between tho
railroads and the people in the past has
been altogether bad or Is impossible in
the future It is only necessary that the
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extremists be held in cheek now that
the evil they have already done may be
remedied

Railroad baiting and peanut politics
have latterly gone entlroly too far down
in away by an excess of
zeal engendered In the hour of an almost
universal radicalism the demagogues
have inflicted a painful and a gaping
wound upon the material progressiveness
of the South The Southern people are
opening thulr eyes to the fact that the
demagogues bevo merely been up to their
old tricks that the filling of the Offices
has boon tho main objeot in view all

This being true w look for a
speedy relegation to the rear of the asitsv
tors The South is not going to kill
geese that lay its golden eggs

If from tho brief reign of the dema-
gogue comes a clear vision of conditions
and affairs about thpin the people of the
South may have gained something as the
case will then stand Surely it must be
pleasing to every one to think that tho
awakening has not been postponed too
long

I am a stock market wolf says Tom
Lawson as a number of innocent

Rod Hiding Hoods in this
country doubtless have discovered long
ago

It Is truly wonderful how a pie diet Im-
proves a political reformers digestion
It has been known to make almost an

man of him

Noahs diary has been discovered In
Michigan which certainly puts it up to
the Houston Post to discover the balance
of his library in Grandoldtoxas

An Indiana man lived to be ninety
years old without ever consulting doe
tor says tho Spokane SpokesmanRe
view Thats all right in isolated cases

If every layman practiced such a
the poor would aJl die of

in

According to the Portland Oregooian
a man out that wy catches eatAdt in
a stove pipe Just drops them a pipe-
line when he to in need of a fresh supply
we suppose

Up to this writing only SW5 newspaper
writers have coupled up an editorial
In The Washington Herald headed Tbe
Music of the Hammer with the Foraker
Presidential boom

Since we Itttve taurngd that a certain
cheap grade of whisky is made from old
rags we eire no longer at A ices to

for the erstwhile popularity of the
coon song

We dreamed last night we saw tho-
cntiro Atlantic fleet anchored In our

basin says mtAlmbKrt contem-
porary My my what terrific vfeiorie
this prohibition prospect does conjure upi

Doubtless Coy Vmrdaman will be in-

vited to forward his views on tbe ama
cial question to the White House vie
phonograph route

An Ohio prisoner came within an ace
of being executed because the governor
had mailed the commutation papers
without sufficient postage says the
Richmond TimesDtspaXch If that sort of
thing is habitual with the governor
doubtless the prisoners wish be would
telegraph all such communications In the
future even collect

Unfortunately Mr Letb appears to
have thoughtlessly trtmspo ed tile ftnejt-
cial flurry and the final Great Renvnei-
tlon

The Montgomery Advertisers movement
to abolish prunes is not as treasonable as
it might appear at first blush If it pro
poses to abolish them plate by piate
tenderly and correctly stewed It has ex-
actly the correct idea

Another thing a number of people would
like to see abolished is the poker chip
that refuses to stack anywhere except
in front pf tho other follow

The objection to the new 31 gold pieces
is that they do not stack so Treas-
ury officials say SO far as the averse
man is concerned that is immaterial he
doesnt get a chance tp stack many of

By this time we suspect Hytie
realizes that this country would rather
give him a million not to come back MIA
let him come back for a million

Profession without practice ta
profitless as a pistol without powder
says the Baltimore American SUM
politics would lose its most amuetog
feature were profession without prac

outlawed

no thousand laborers employed 9K
clear the snow from the sidewalks of

Chicago appear to have been carried
ever since on the city pay Tell The tax
payers doubtless will view this as some
thing more in the nature of a cold deal
than a square deal

There is one smile that is bradded on
Its the Christmas smile says the

Georgian How else is it to be kept
on in Georgia with January hovering
on the horizon

Swedens new King is to
of a reactionary and not possessed

of his fathers broad Catholicism and
democratic inclinations We expected to
hear as much the sturdy Berhadotte
blood becomes more and more attenuated
as it mingles with that of the ancient
European royalty

Regarding the report that he Is to re
sign from the Presidents Cabinet

says the Kansas City Times
Ahem No mollycoddllsh dodging of
shfirt and ugly terms here

Many a
man used to playing week stands at
home has found after his first perform
unco in Congress that he Isnt even a
onenight success In Washington

ONE DISGUSTED DEMOCRAT

Norfolk Editor ThlnlM Choice of
Denver Bail Dc rinnluK-

Frwn VirginianPilot
The action of the Democratic National

Committee In designing Denver as the
place for the convention is a geographical
and political blunder particularly the
latter However the center of population
may be moving westward Colorado is
still well out on the periphery of the vot
ing strength of the country and is still
farther away from the currents of thought
and event which mold the destinies of
parties

But still more unfortunate was the dis
cussion which preceded the decision The
undisguised commercialism the harkeninG
after funds to handle so cynically

by men of tho stamp of Tafgart
Stone and Tom Johnson betokened a
contempt of public opinion which ought
not to be found in a body representing the
Democracy of the country

The people of the country are justified
in not giving full confidence to an

which puts forward as its
spokesmen and administrators such per-
sons as Taggart and Stone who have no

luwiiiiiiuuuc
activity on the shady side of politics We
shall have small hope of Democratic

until there is a decided change in
this respect no matter who may be the
Presidential nominee or wheat the plat
form

The first step in the campaign has been
badly taken It has shown that the

rail is on top in the party councils
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A LITTLE NONSENSE

HUBBYS IlEWAKD
Ho buys for her
A handsomr fur

Which takes a lot of dough
And stands him In
Tho real tin

Four hundred plunks or so

But what of this
His wifeys kiss

Pays him for rooks
And he beside
At ChrlstmflBtido

Will get a pnir of socks

Could Improve It
I went to tho theater last night
What did you see
A play celled Hamlet
How was It
Fair only fair A good lively sextet

would do it a world of good

Christmas Presents
My wife turns out some vary hand-

some Christmas presents
her method

Well she takes bunch of nothing
gilds It lines it with silk scallops the
adgos and evolves an article that costs
Ilkt fury and Is of no use to anybody
but Is certainly very handsome Indeed

A FrlenirT Advice
Some day Ill wake and find myself

famous
Yah
Whats that
Youd bettor dreaming

4 Economy
I skimp on coal I skimp on clothes

For both myself and wife
I skimp on food and goodness knows

I lead tho skimple life

Sorcneot in PInnlcvlllc
Hello Kurnel

Kurnel is it You call mo kurnel and
yet you voted agin me Whats the u
of beln a kurnel if a man cant Kit
elected hogreere of a little pUlling burg
like this collection of huts what calls it-
self a town

low This
Peopl are implored to shop early But

will thiy over do so
I ftar not At least not the

President romelns sfltnt on the subject

The Appnrel nut the Man
hays you an opening for a heavy

tragedian
Nix
Sir do you know that I wear the

mantle of Kemble
You leek it Git yourself a new fur

overcoat and I might talk te you

TAMPERING WITH TRIFLES
Fra Ute Ilawtan Pet

POOR SANTA
Theyre talkln up the hard times

An shops are shuttln down
An failures every day or two

Are MartHa of the town
And Ive a sort of notion

An it makes my seal fortora
Therell be rows o empty stockins

Hangin llmpsy Christmas morn

Therell be rows o empty stsekWs
When the dawn is in the sky

Therell be little folks aa km
Why 01 Santa Claus west by

An theyll need sight o t Un
Of how Santa came to taft

Tore theyll try to bUnk their tears bock
Understanduv of the tale

I aint sorry none fer Well street
Where Hs felt the gxindhV

I aint sorry for the gamblers
That are crowded to their knoes

I aint sorry for the bankers
Not to no extent at all

For its on the little babies
That the hardest blow will tOIL

I un feeifn sort of sorry
For the men who kept the si ros

That have gone an put their semuers up
An gone an closed their doors

For It moans more people blUrt
An amopln rowed fortorn

And It mesas more empty stockins
In the gray Chrtetame

I aint dug down none fer reasons
I dont care much fer the oawst

I am busy of sympathizin
With good old Saint Santa Clans

Fw I know how hell be feeUn
When next Christmas mornin clears

At the thought o empty stockins
An 0 wee eyes full o tears

iMKt but Not Least
Henpeck doesnt look very joyful over

the advent of the stork
No he has three women bossing him

about now his wife his motherinlaw
and the trained nurse

hard to Decide
Marse Hoar says ho is going to quit

polities forever
Is that a threat or a promise

Guilty
She Is suing her husband for broach

of promise
Her husband I nevor heard of such-

a thing
Before marriage he promised her

everything her heart desired and now he
refuses to let her obtain a divorce

A SANE CONVENTION

Altoprethcr Desirable but Can It Be
Brought About

the Nashville
Tho Washington Herald would like

to see one sane convention held solely far
the purpose of transacting the serious
business In hand and not for the amuse-
ment or entertainment of a great throng
of spectators and It goes on to say that

nowhere else in the world would the con-

ditions that have existed here for decades
be permitted

Our great national party conventions
have undoubtedly been too much of both
a mob and a circus and he gravest and
most Important matters in which the peo

have a voice have taken place in a
hubbub of confusion where the proceed-
ings were almost Inaudible and the

most strenuous efforts mere farcical
performances of gesticulation and facial
contortion Still it is hard to see how
these conditions could be changed without
smaller halls for the convention and a
limitation on the number of those ad
mltted

With an immense auditorium and a
crowding mass of curious sightseers It
Is useless to expect anything like the
quiet and order necessary for dignity and
clear hearing and understanding but If
this movement for a sane and intelligent
convention instead cf a sensational spec
tacular show shall prevail we may hope
to see such meetings held in medium

halls with a limited attendance of
and under conditions that will

insure the minimum of disorder and inter
A safe and sane convention-

Is not a bad idea

Chicago Breeding
From the Outage Inter Ocean

Those who are really striving to at-

tain to higher things socially might KO

to tho lIvestock show and good
breeding where It can be found at Its
best

An Ancient Tale
From the St Loots GlobeDemocrat

One of the Senate committees has just
discovered that tho Indian Is being

The Indian nerd his white neighbor
have known it for more than 400 years
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CAPITOL GOSSIP
Senator William P Frye of Malno

was recently ruelected president pro tern
or the Sonata hits hold that office for n
larger number of consecutive terms than

who

did any of his pred-
ecessors John Gail
lard of North Caro-
lina wis president
pro tern eight times
but only four of his
terms were conieci
tire William R King
of Alabama end
Solomon D Foot of
Vermont each served
six consecutive terms
Senator Frye is now
serving his seventh
consecutive term and
bids fair to increase

¬

¬

i
1

i

l his lead should the
Sixtyfirst Congress-
be Republican In-

s political complexion
for there Is no more popular Senator of
his political faith In the body

Senator Frye has twice been acting
Vice President of the United States

succeeded to the presidency of the
Senate upon the death of Hobart during
McKinleys first administration and like
wise when Roosevelt became President
upon the death of McKlnley

A more ideal presiding officer than tho
Senator from Mains could not be de-

sired and although as Mr Frye remark-
ed in his speech of acceptance the other
day Vice President Fairbanks fidelity to
duty makes the position of president pro
tern one more of honor than of activity
the interests of no Senator suffer when
3Ir Frye Is in the chair

Representative Nick Longworth after
the House adjourned yesterday strolled
overU the Senate and sottled into an
armchair He followed the proceedingsely and when Senator Tillman arose
to begin his speech on the financial Situ-

ation and the government relief meas
uros the Presidents soninlaw turned
so that he coukl command a full view
of the South Carolinian and gave un-

divided attention to tho Senators
Senator Tlilman made some

rather uncomplimentary references to the
Chief Executive but Mr Longworths
face did not change nor did any

of Iris feeling with regard to the
speech escape him during its progress

Ashor Hinds parliamentary clerk of
tho House a fow days ago entertains
a party of friends la the apartment des-
ignated as the Speakers private dining
room Among the guests in addition to
the Speaker was Sir Courteney Ilbert
the clerk of the Speaker of the British
Houee of Commons During the luncheon
the question of Speaker Cannons boom
for the Presidency was brought up The
gentleman from Illinois took occasion to
explain all about it to the Englishmen

In every new Congress said the
Speaker before the committees are an
nouneed there is always pleasant and
continuous insistence that the Speaker
would make an excellent President of the
United States That boom for me has
been given a great impetus so far this
aeasfen but I win wilt until after the
commute announcements have been
made before I take it seriously t

The fact remains however that many
of the members who are already assured
that their committee assignments will
not be so bad after all are still ardent
supporters of the Speakers boom There
Is much talk in the cloakrooms that he
vvettiS make a formidable candidate The
fact that he is eonsklembly older than
many of the other candidates does not
seem to militate against him aad there
are many who believe that it will stand
in Ida favor

Cannon and Hughes is the slogan in
some quarters Many though who think
New Yorks governor would do well as
second do not care to be quoted

Dr Andrew Jackson BarchfeM Rep
resentatlve trout the Thlrtysecowa dis-

trict of Pennsylvania enjoys with Rep-
resentatives SuUoway and James thee dis-

tinction of belonging to the tall Umbers
of the House Representative BarehiaW
represent a manufacturing district and

among his constituents is a stove manu-
facturer

Recently the stove mao received a let-
ter from a dealer in an outlying district
and he turned it over to Dr Barehfeid
It runs thus

flier SIr I iwriw d stuns fc I Ijr inm
lat for vfaj dont yea seed BM BO I

feet sd dtts a TK7 ylMswre BK tmt S-
tauttcr ta you fe not BQT tn4t aoa s good M-
kMMtbv aaas ynt loan to me mj lid 1 am-
T msn for ftet sad I ten you eat jn are

daa bwl sod ae eeode I sesA you beck at oace-
yewr itera toaomtc for s t betira JPM see neb

JEAN LB CAULLINB
P SAfUr I you dis letter I Sod de te

de enD BriaN BW

After the adjournment of the House
yesterday Representative Jay Ford Lan
mg of Ohio went Christmas shopping
In the House stationery room He was
asked why he preferred shopping there

For several reasons said he You
can find anything from a pen point to a
valuable ladles purse Wo are allowed
to draw on the stock up to a certain
amount and as you know the stringency-
in the money market ha caused a

in ready money for Christmas You
see I can order my presents without any
outlay of cash and everybody will be
happy

The Hon Alexander Stevens Clay Geor
gias efficient and hardworking junior
United States Senator Is a prohibitionist-
and a temperance advocate Not a
fanatic by any means he is earnest in
his beliefs Yet he doesnt mind Im-

pressing them in dignified manner upon
those with whom he comes in contact

Not long ago the Senator met a youth-
ful acquaintance a newlywed by the
was on Fourteenth street The young
man had a neat and carefully wrapped
package under his right arm not a
suspiciouslooking package but one which
ho contrived to keep from the Senatorial
gaze In tho midst of their conversation
unfortunately the young man relaxed his
careful attention to the package the
result being that a long black bottle
slipped to the sidewalk with a crash

You see Senator sold the young
man painfully embarrassed that was
just one of two bottles of beer I was
carrying home My wife and I each
drink a bottle for dinner think it helps
pur digestion you know

Ah said the Georgia solon I see
Then with a merry twinkle in his

he added Of course that was your
wifes bottle you dropped

The young man blushed bat he saw
the Senators point

Some of the visitors at the Capital are
there to see things and they see them

A gentleman and lady by accident got
Into the Supreme Court robing room
They went to the further end before
they were noticed A watchman walked
up to them with

You are not allowed In hero It is
against the rules

Is It Pardon us we have seen every-
thing anyway Thank you Good day
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I THE SAILING OF THE FLEET

Comment on the Voyage
to the Pacific

From thy Landmark
President Roosevelt deserves the highest

credit for letting it appear that the trans
fer of the battle ships to the Pacific Coast
was just a personal whim of his ewn We
are convinced that there were very grave
reasons of state which were wisely with
held from publication

From the Distatck
Admiral Coghlan in postprandial con

fldenco Jiverg that the fleet te soot to the
Pacific in order to obtain the building of
a new Atlantic fleet Then will that fleet
be sent somewhere else to facilitate the
construction of a third After which
will the line stretch ad Infinitum

From the Now Yttk Ameriean
It goes to teach the people everywhere

that the republic in its magnificent coast
line in its developing commercial rival-
ries and in Its splendid isolation needs
more ships to hold our Western Mas And
it goes calmly and with friendly front to
say to the people of the world that
America knows hew to build and man a
navy and that she intends henceforth to
keep the peace of nations hy being
magnificently prepared for defensive war

Fnw UK PiNtaMeMa
the United States the step has not

loss mementoes offsets It has awakened
a deep public interest in our fleet nothing
olfls could achieve Both national

will approve the eniiw It commits
our naval policy to an oQWtl meet on each
ocean Where sixteen to twenty

have boon our limit this cruise and
a battle ship fleet for each ocean makes
thirtyfive to forty battle ships our future
need Without this cruise we might have
ceased to hold our present place as the
second naval power in the world

From the PafUdeHfcte FafcHe Ledger

That the men of the nvy will acquit
themselves well Is the expectation and
the confident hope of the nation Ameri
cans realize that the movement of the
fleet will be watched with jealous eyes
by the entire world not because of any
misgivings on the part of the powers as
to the peaceful intentions of the United
States but because it will be a supreme
and spectacular test of national ability
and efficiency a test the outcome of
which will affect the national position in
ways not now dreamed of If there be
ground for anxiety at all it is in this
aspect of the voyage

F w Ute Xew Tritons
Nor is the devoid of

unique significance that in conception in
purpose and in expected execution this
is a purely peaceful voyage The other
famous sailings which we have recalled
and the others still which might be re-
called were distinctly beiligereat The
great voyage of our own Oregon over
substantially the same coarse that this
fleet is to pursue but in reverse direction
was undertaken to meet a fierce emer
gency of Impending conflict But here is
the most powerful military movement of
its kind in human history undertaken in a
tune of profound peace with no

any breaking of that p c Indeed
if the words of Washington be true that
o be prepared for war is one of the

most effectual means of preserving peso
this manifestation of militant preparation
should fix an Impregnable seal upon this
nations peace for years to ooote

NO DICTATION WANTED

Choice of Successor Xot a Part of
President Bu lnes

The President of the United States has
no more ceostittitioaal Tight no more
moral right no more right m official
honor and in fidelity to the people to
veo his power tfver the pabMc service
his inAueace over the p bHc mind
determine who his misnomer shall be
than he has to eo 9tor the same means
to insure his own eaatteaanee m office
There map be the same plausible ex
cuses for the e Cort He may so identify
the policies he believes m and less sought
to promote with the wellbeing and
safety of the country that be deems It
essential that somebody shall succeed
him who will b sure to continue them
But that Is not his bnaineas If be Its
so impressed Ms poUches upon the people
that they desire to have them continued
they will see to that If they prefer to
see aome modiacatioa of them either in
the way of more conservatism or greater
radicalism that te equally their right
They have in their political organiza
tlons their own advisers and councilors
leaders of their own choice and they can
be trusted to think sad act for them
selves as the result of popular agitation
and debate They do not need the
fatherly direction and should not have
the paternal coercion of the President to
determine their choice for his successor

Now that the President has made it
clear that he will under no circttm
stances be a candidate for reelection It
te his duty to make it equally clear that
he has no candidate for the successlee
and will not use or permit to be used
the power intrusted to him for the servi-
ce of the whole people to promote or
support the candidacy of any man There
g no greater obtuse of official responsi-

bility than the employment of oflfefel
power and influence to sway the action
of the people In selecting their delegates
to representative conventions or ia
choosing those who are to serve them as
legislators or elective officers For the
President to say who his successor shall
be and to undertake by the power of his
office to control the polities organtza
tion that has honored him for the ratifi
cation of his choice falls little short ofsetting himself up as a dictator If bin
candidate is one of his own official ad-
visers identified with his administra

and devoted to his policies
they may be the matter te made

worse and more closely allied with an
effort to perpetuate big own heM upoa
office

Oklahoma Race Problem
From Ute Owafc Bee

Having passed a ear hOl ties
Oklahoma legislature is In trouble again
The rich Indians object to riding with
the poor white trash and it may be neces-
sary in the Interests of peace axed theIndian vote to pass a Poor Lo car bilL

TIllman as n Financier
Froa the ChteCT

Senator Tillman threading the mazes
of the financial situation dieplaya all Ute
graceful agility of a prize steer m thecrockery department-

A BIRTHDAY sflttG

Out and away sow
B rod leer
Tk tim ic sk t
that r malt of Oar BT s
Meat reach that port
Rio tfewsk the night

Cat th e starb sjRior Oar steed
Saddle and deb it te tajr adWith dfanxmded Hgfctt
liked heaTCM te lie
Then leap into thy seat

And loose it for wide flskt
Jeer tkr p r and love tier whip

Far CK thee moon bath bent lave
Her lertiwad ia tk tw

Ere doxrn rascpahtta ftc jaeaatakt tip
Ere licBt Met liquid on Uw liar

Ant pal ita t abort
There try heart b Met thus be

O sang f mIRe is MM t aie

Thy JHtteTbyme U meet
tender crertfegi at Uie

Of n I
Awl shall lore leer

Baste th c eb taste thee these ay K S
Near k the tier
Out and away

Denis Lltdifleld in the Ceotwy
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AT THE HOTELS
Pennsylvania Is for Sonato Eiqg o4

and will support hint
as there is any chance of his being JODmt

It will not bo a mere compile
mentary vote We mean to nominate
hIm and will do everything to HUfixwei

bring about this result
This expresses the sentiment on Vie

Presidential outlook of Ropreseatatfcra
of the Erie district Pennsylvania

Mr Page said that the business interests
all over the country have confidence in
Mr Knox and that the rank and flic
will certainly support him as It was duo
to Mr Knoxs courage and wide knowledge
of the law that the prosecution of tho
Northern Securities was not only made
possible but turned out success

President Roosevelt paid Senator Kno3
the highest possible praise for these ac
ooraplishments In his Pittsburgburg speeches about five yeara ago
That should convince the people at largo
that Mr Knox although a conservative-
s keen to prosecute the evildoer no mat-
ter how high up or wealthy and powerful
h may be

Business in Pennsylvania Is very
and we do not anticipate any duX times
Our Iron mUle are busy and tho same ap-
plies to all other Pennsylvania Industries

Taft Cannon Fairbanks Hughes thay
are all good men and would the
hearty support of the party If nominated
but Knox Is our and we aregoing
to nominate him

Representative Barohfeld of Penasyi-
vaate during a visit to Plttsberg his
home city three days ago is reported
to have said that If the people force the
Presidential nomination on Theodore
Roosevelt he will accept it and aguh

a candidate notwithstanding his
announcement to the contrary

President Roosevelt Is an AmericanY
said Mr Barehfeid and If the fcnnai
call Is extended to him he is bound to
accept But dont forget that I am for
Senator P C Knox for the Presidency
The only candidate I have heard of
against me is H H Negley but I will
win by larger majority than ever be
tore

We will have a short session of Coo
greee There will be no central bank or
postal bank laws passed and there wilt
be no parcels post law We WIlt
annually an appropriation of SSICOMIOO for
rtvera and harbors

Frank C Wacbter a former
of Maryland who is well re m

by his infectious laugh which
when pot in operation in tile Hbttse coax
ed its hearex to involuntarily join the
gantel member was in town yesterday
around the Capitol and the hotel lobbies

Cannonizmg everybody Mr Washier
is an enthusiastic Cannon boomer and
bas token issue with Collector Stove of
Baltimore who Is reported to be working
day sad night for the Corteiyou

Mr Wachter has spttt the Rapub
Mean organization m Maryland portion
lariy Baltimore by taking the Cannon
oad of the bneaneee white the Stone
forces believe m the strength of Cortel
you

L WlHiiimiii a wfateMfe rlt
and commteeHM merchant of New Yock
who staying at the Raleigh said met
night that this years a pto crop m
Maine Is the largest ever gathered hi
that State From the sale of these
apples s W Xr WBkiaao molt of
which go o t of the State the farmers
who grew them will receive at the usual
prices somethIng JIb JSJKajKiL

The Maine apple te rapidly assuming
an importance of its own and becooaipg
a todwetry of Kceif Mais farmers ore
realiztog that m thoSe erobarde they
a source of revenue equal to If not
exceeding say other departmeat of tile
farm During the pUt few the
consumption of apples in foreign coun-
tries and at home has shown a wonderful
increase Where barrels were consumed
fifteen or twenty years ago there are
carloads now

The increasing demand has created a
foreign market which must draw on
American apples and so great te the de
maad that today threeqsatsters of the
Mate apples go aero water to
SnglaAd and the continent This has
given rtee to an industry wfaseh Is grow
lag ia rapid strides every year Maine
apples are among the best in the world
aad they command the best prices and

Vsadiest market of any apples
throughout the country

much to the fact that the oU orchards
are yielding an immense harvest as that
new orchards are coming into maturity
Thousands and thousands of young trees
are being planted every year for future
harvests Maine apple growers were for-

tunate this season They escaped the cold
wave belt Had the crop throughout the
country been up to the Mane crop m
quantity and quality there would have
been such a flood oa fontgs sod do
raestic markets that the product
would have stood little show of being
sold at good prices

The apples that ajre the favorites for
sWpment ate the Baldwin and Spy J
though very early the season Green
lugs sell well and l the spring Ben
Davis and russet The appleshipping
season varies ja length bat extends well
into the spring sometimes through
Mardi

Gentler G Branot of Mswitrsnl who is
interested hi wholesale commission
houses in Canada Is reglefesred at the
ArltngUM Speakhwg of shipment
sver the new Canadian line Mr Branot
saW yesterday

Sir Wilfrid Lauder has lived to
beginning of the realization of one

of his most cherished projects Grain k
coming down over tile mils of Canadas
second traascoatiaental road betwesn
Rae and Portage La Prairie Manitoba
The first freight schedule of the Grand
Trunk Pad Railway applying to this
portion of the new system has been

by the railway commission and
Is now tn force Mr Drewer the Win
Hij S Inspector for the commission jn
recnt report to the board on the com
pleted part of the section declares it one
of tbe Matt pieces of new railway he ever
saw so far as the tracklaying extends
The grain moving over the new rails is
brought to Port La Prairie and there
taken by tbe Canadian Pacific or

Northern until the Itae
to Winnipeg is ready

The road under operation to 13 miles
long The grading between Portage and
Winnipeg Is proceeding rapidly and

Winnipeg and Saskatoon 800

teams with men In proportion axe at
work An official estimate of railroad
construction in Canada this year places
the mileage that will have beeR com-
pleted during the present year at 13W
miks and the additional mileage besides
actually under construction at 1011

miles The mileage completed would
have been ranch larger but for delays
front a scarcity of structural iron and
railway ties the supply of the last
named not only being inadequate to the
requirements but high in price

Annexed to the United States Can-
ada

My dear man what reasons are there-
to suggest this thought Never Our
country before many years will be as
powerful and populous as the United
States We are a prosperous people
happy and contented we are practically
independent from England and really do
not wish trt change our allegiance from
one to the other Yes there was a feel
ing of that kind tome years ago in is
olated places but that has died a natural
death Let me tell you there are many
aaiveborn Americnns In Canada who
hteva setled down to do business and Ilv
there
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